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SOLUTION TO PALFSTINE ARAB REFUGEE PROBLEM

,":omwut Writing in the B November 1952 issue cf tke Egyptien
nevspaber Akhbar al-Yawm ob the plight of the Palestine Arat refu-
gees, Mol lammad at-1ebl'i, & preminent Egyptian journalist, stated that
<ne best sclurion 15 uhe cne advacated by the late King Abdulleh Thas
cnlled for resarviing the refugees along the Yorders of Jsrael  and
there-by keeping &live in them the spirit of revenge Since Tipwel
vefuses Lo accept these refugees, the writer said, and since *he Arad
states are nct prepar=d te wage war against Israel and "wipe i facael)
off +he face of the map," thus forcing the refugees return and solv-
ing the Falestine preoblem, %“ne above solution is held as th: vest <ne.

The editorial 1s significent in that (1) 1t 1s the first of 1ts
kind to appesr in the press of the Arab World suggesting such a btold
and drastic step and (2) it differs from the general Arsb viswpoint
of seclving the refugee problem. Furthermore, since the article ap-
‘pears in such an influentisl nevspaper as Akhbar al-Yawu 1t 15 per-
hap: =zn indication of a comp*omlho solution to this p*oblem by Eaypt
Yaypt's views on this subject have been identical until now with those
~f the cther Arat states 1in insisting on repatriation ol the refugees
and 1u irplementing UN rescluticns cencerning them, &s well as other
mantars connected with the Palestine prodlem, which lsrael has refused
LD fACTY 04T )

Fyeunce ts the fact that at-Tab:r': had slveys Lesn
the late King Abdul lah

ey ‘-b

A summery of at-Tab:i 13 editerial z‘ollows_7
What 13 *he selution te the refugee problam?

Dhe Arab leaders who were respeniible for the loss of Palestine say that
the solution ts the return of the refugees %o their homes in the heart of Israsl.

How ean this be achieved?
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1. By Israel's agreeing and Submitting to it? This is impozsible, Decause
Israel has consistently refused to let the refugees return to their homes, de-
spite UN resolutions to that effect. The UN, meanvhile, could do notting, be-
cause Israel is "Truman’s spoiled baby" and because the UN 1s an “"cbedient tool
in the hands of the US, which directs 1t and guides it &s it /the US/ pleases.'

Those Arabs vho expect the new Republican admimistration to turn the
White Houce policy upsidz dovn and to turn its back on Israel ars entertaining
false hopes.

Tbe mcst thet the Arabs can hope for 15 that Eisenhower btecomes less
hoatile to the Arabs and less appeasing to the Zionists, and, unlike Truman,
"wvhe wag a tool in the hands ¢f the Zionists," to "free himself from Zionist
demination of White House policy."

Ne-{ther Israel, then, nor the US, the UN, Great Britain, ¢r the rest
vho created , aided, and assisted Israel can be expected to accept or support
the pranciple of letting the refugees revurn 1o their homes.

<z Can the revlugees be resettled by force, that is, by the Arab =tates
waging & var Lo «wipe Icrael off the face of the map?

The Arab states are not ready tcday tc taks such a  step Vor sevaral
Yea30ns

There are those whe do not Wish %0 antagonize the US; there are those
whe are subservient to London; there are thcse who do not wish te offend France:
and there are those who are alwvays ready to contribute promises and empty talk,
buv whe, when the worst happens, refuse to contribute a single soldier for Pal-
estine . The Arab states simply are not prepared and do not desire to wage sucn
a ¥ar on lsrael at this time

Perhaps that day will come All we can do is to pray for the end of
causes for dispute . for cliear hearts, Tor uniting the purpcses of the Arsd
states, and for praviding them with the means of power for revenge 1o eradi-
cats Israel and retrieve Palestine fOr 1ts owners.

But until that day comes, shall the refugees remain dispersed, 3cat.
tered, and suffering from disease missry, and hunger?

3 The best sclution te the prcblem e that advorated by the late King
Abdullsii or Jordan, vwhich casls for ressttling the Arab refugees slong the
oorders of ;srae]

¥ing Abdulish believed that 1% 1s mest dangerous for the Arab causes to
have the r=fuges: return to their nomes 1n Izrazl, and the wisest step 15 to keep
nese 2ne millien Arabs outside Jsrael King Avdullah reasoned tnat their re-
rurh Lo Terael woula. with the psssing of time, make the refugees forget their
Avsbisp arnd thelr csuse They wenld te crushed by Israeli levws and aszsimilated
LoD t,n population of lsrasl or, at best, they would be relegated to the cate-
o a "leyal anor"V" or n "praceful minority,” sccepring Isra<li rule ang
rating w:th thetr "fellow co m(rw«m " the Jews of lsrael

Howevr2r, 17 the retfagess remaln outside lsrael, 1t would be pessible
for th- Arab -lates bordering Iszael to d1ztribute and absorb them Thus, Is-
s3el would be surrcunded by s vall of hatred, embitterment, and r=adiness for
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. Then we «1ll say to these refugees, and our children will say to their : E!E
: children: ‘"Look across the borders! There is your couatry and your fathers®
{ country. There is Palestine, which the Jews usurped from you. Prepare for the %
: aeppointed day when you shall attack across the borders, eject the usurpers from .',‘fi,
. your homes, and cleanse with your blood the shame of defeat and all that went C A
‘ with it."

If the UN, which contributes about 30 million dollars annually for re-
lief to the refugees, donates 200-300 million dollars, and +1f the Arab states,
who contribute millions of dollars yearly for relief purposes each make & lump-
| sum donation, then Jordan and Syria, as well as Lebanon and Egypt, can easily
: absord these refugees by reclaiming lands for their resettlement, establishing

4industries for their employment, providing them with homes, and guaranteeing
‘ for them the means of a decent life.

Thus, the refugees can be provided with a temporary home, an Arat home
| which would safeguard their Arabism and keep alive in them the spirit

of ven-
geance and that of recapturing their usurped land.

Thet was the opinion of King Abdullah Ibn al-Husayn; ard it .15 the

wisest opinicn  May God have mercy on his soul and forgive me for some Of the
things I wrote about him.
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